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Foreword

Many have undertaken todraw up an account
of the things that have been fulfilled among us,
just as they were handed down to us by those
who from the first were eyewitnesses and
servants of the word. Therefore, since | myself
have carefully investigated everything from the
beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an
orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty
of the things you have been taught.

Luke 1:1-4

This bookseriess dedicated to the life, ministry and teachings of J&usst as foreshadowed in the
Old Testament, presented in the Gospels and explained in the Epéstéas to the churches in the
books of Romans through Revelatitids formatted in a manner to help facilitate ministry in various
venues.

- Many types ad shadows, prophecies and promises in the Old Testament point to the Messiah.
- God is a faith God, so He was calling into existence beforehand what He wRoteans 4:17.
- We find in Scripture that God seldom does anything without speaking it into exigbesc

1 Peter 1:1012

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched
intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the

Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories

that would follow.

- Even though great detail went into the coming of Jesus, not many recognized His coming.

John 1:1012
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, thevorld did not recognize
him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.

- Jesus became a man in order to become our sinless substitute to redeem and ransom mankind.
- Jesus was born as a Jewish man under the Old Covenant, tahdfllile it perfectly in life.
- What was impossible for man to do on His own, Jesus accomplidebdews 4:15.

Matthew 5:17-19

fiDo not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish
them but to fulfill them. I tell y ou the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law tiheverything is
accomplishedd
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Luke 24:25-27

He said to them,fiHow foolish you are, and how slow of hearto believe all that the prophets have
spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his gloy2And beginning
with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself.

The life,death and resurrection of Jesus is at the heart of the Gospel message.
Jesus came for one purpose only, to take away our sins so we could receive eternal life!
John 1:29 John the Baptist said,ook the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the veorld!

Now, brothers, | want to remind you of the gospel | preached to you,
4, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this
gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word | preached to you.
Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what teceived | passed on
to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then t
the Twelve. Afte that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the
brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some
have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostle
and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormaligrn.

1 Corinthians 15:1-8

The wordfiGospeb simply mean$iGood News)
When Jesus began His earthly ministry He read from Isaiah26th: Explain His mission.
As we study the Gospel books together, we will see this theme fulfilled many times over.

Luke 4:17-21
The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is
written:

fiThe Spirit of the Lord is on me,

because he has anointed me

to preach good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom forlte prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,

to release the oppressed,

to proclaim the year of the Lordé favor.o

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in
the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to thémgday this scripture is
fulfilled in your hearing. 0

- The Gospel books provide the fouridatby which theiGospeb message is preached today.
- Only through this message can faith come to the sinner to call upon the Jesus and be saved.
- God has given this message to the Chtwgbroclaim to the whole world.

Mark 16:15-17
He said to them,iiGo into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes
and is baptized will be saved, but whoever doe®t believe will be condemnea
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- Inthe book of Acts we see how the Spirit of God led Philip to withess to Ethiopian Eunuch.

Acts 8:29-36

The Spirit told Philip, AiGo to that chariot and stay near itd Then Philip ran up to the chariot and
heard the man reading Isaiah the prophetfiDo you understand what you are reading® Philip
asked.fiHow can 1,0 he said,fiunless someone explains ib me? So he invited Philip to come up
and sit with him. The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:

fiHe was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.

In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?

For his life was taken from the eartho

The eunuch asked PhilipfiTell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone
elsed Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture antbld him the good news about
Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch gadidpk, here
is water. Why shouldri | be baptized®

- On another occasion an Angel told a mamed Cornelius to ask for Peter to hearGlospel.

Acts 11:1314

He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and $&gnd to Joppa for Simon who is
called Peter. He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be
savedo

- This Gospel message is so sacred tihzering with it brings swift judgment and consequences.

Galatians 1:89

But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to
you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now | say again: If anybody is
preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let hibe eternally condemned!

2 Peter 2:12

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among
you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who
bought themd bringing swift destruction on themselves.

- Only through the simplicity of thisvessage, theBGood News can people be saved.
- Because saving faith comes by hearing the salvation message of Jesus Christ.

Romans 10:1417

How, then, can they call on the one they have nbtlieved in? And how can they believe in the one
of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And
how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is writtefiHow beautiful are the feet of those

who bring good newsb But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah sayiord,
who has believed our messagéZTonsequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the
message is heard through the word of Christ.
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Acts 5:1920
But during the night an angd of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out.
fiGo, stand in the temple courts) he said,fand tell the people the full message of this new life.

- Did you know that the subject of healing is also part of the Gospel message.
- So many on} preach and teach a partial gospel, the forgiveness absiy}amportant as it is
- However, Jesus redeemed us from the curse of the L&alatians 3:13.

o That includes poverty, sickness and death.

Acts 14:810

In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth and had never walked. He
listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed
and called out,iiStand up on your feetb At that, the man jumped up and began to walk.

2 Corinthians 8:9
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

Acts 2:36-:39

fiTherefore let all Israel beassured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both
Lord and Christ. 0 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and
the other apostlesfiBrothers, what shall we do® Peter replied, fiRepent and be baptized, ever
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far offd for
all whom the Lord our God will call.o

- The Gospemessage is simple enough, that
even a child can understand it.

- God made it that way so that as many people
possible can be saved.

- When man adds their religious traditions to tl
truth they rob people of salvation.

3 . A - That is why this study is so impontz
i 1 3' /L
Luke 10:21
At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, il praise you, Father, Lord of heaven

and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to
little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure

Luke 11:52
fiWoe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You
yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were enteiing.
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1 Corinthians 1:17-19

For Christ did not send me to bapize, but to preach the gosped not with words of human

wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. For the message of the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

- Jesus made vtery clear that He is the only way.
- The world will sayfiwell you Christians are so exclusive and narrow minded
- Funny, that is the very point Jesus was making as well.

Matthew 7:13-14

AEnter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is theoad that leads to
destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to
life, and only a few find it.0

Acts 4:12
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which
we must be saved.

John 14.67
Jesus answerediil am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except

through me.0

- Either Jesus was crazy, a liar or telling the trothviously the l&er is the case!
- Salvation iFoundthrough faithin Jesus Christ apart from workSphesians 2:89.

Romans 10:911

That if you confess with your mouth,iJesus is Lordp and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are jusied,
and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

The Gospel period of Jesus is the vital link or transition between something old ending and something
wonderfully new beginning.

- In the Gospels there is something for everyone.

- The OldCovenant Law abiding Jewnd the New Covenant born again Christian believer.
- Without the Gospels the Old Testament would be unfilled and the Epistles would make no sense.

‘—

New Covenant

Fulfillment in

Old Covenant
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- In addition to the Gospel message was the introduction to the teaching about the Kingdom
- Jesus came to usher in His Heavenly Kingdom on earth in the lives dilsElisles

Luke 17:20-21

Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied,
fiThe kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people sajere it
is,00r drhere it is,6because the kingdom of God is within yo®.

The subject of thé@Kingdom of Goa or thefiKingdom of Heavem,is referenced eighty five times in the
Gospels as recorded in the New International Version of the Bible.

- It was a central theme that Jesus preached and taught all throughout Hisn@arstry.
What is the difference between the terminoléi§ingdom of God and thefiKingdom of Heave®)

- Well, neither of these terms are ever found in the Old Testament

- The majority of the references are made by Jesus Himself in the Gospels.

- All the refeences to théKingdom of Heaveaare made in the Gospel of Matthew.

- Consider a parallel passage like Matthew 5:3 and Luke 6:20 which reference the same thing

We can say that thiKingdom of God and thefiKingdom of Heaveamean the same thing and can be
used interchangeably.

Matthew 5:3- fiBlessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaveo.
Luke 6:20- fiBlessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of Gaudl.

- In speaking of the Kingdom of God, it was a concept not realized timel€l Period
- For them it was a future period foretold by the prophetke 2:25-32.
- The nation of Israel had their hopes centered upon the coming Messiah

2 Samuel 7:417; Psalms 2:6; 72:1; Isaiah 11:1; 32:1; 65:17; Jeremiah 33:15; Daniel 7:13;
Micah 4:1; Zechariah 9:10; 12:1; 14:9.

- The four Gospels revealed the manifestation of@&#&ihgdom a spiritual one.
- However, the full manifestation of Ga&lKingdom on the earth comes at the Second Advent.
- The judgment of Ga® enemies is postponed teetnot so distant future.

The Kingdom that arrived with Jesus did not include the triumphal victory so longed for by the Jews.

- It arrived secretly like leaveandinconspicuously like a mustard seed
- Like a small pearl of great value that can be hiddemes pocket Matthew 13:31-46.
- The Jewish people expected the Messiah to defeat the Romans and usher in the Millennium.

The new reality of the Kingdom overlapped the present age, invading it rather than bringing it to an end.
The demons reflect thigddity when they ask Jesirs

Matthew 8:29
fiWhat do you want with us, Son of God® they shouted.fiHave you come here to torture us before
the appointed time
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Even after the resurrection, the disciples in the beginning misunderstood the timing®K@gdom
Luke 19:11,41-42; 24:21; John 18:36 Acts 1:6-8.

- In Jesuéfirst advent, He came as a Lamb, the Second Advent He comes as a Lion.
o John 1:29, 36; Revelation 5:5.

- Jesus was the full embodiment of the Kingdom of @ad He ushered in
o0 Matthew 3:1-3; 4:17; Luke 4:17-21; John 18:3337; 1 Timothy 6:12-16.

All that Jesus did is related to this claim that the Kingdom of God has dawned through His ministry.

- His healings were manifestations of the presence of the Kingdom.
- Now that Kingdom is withirour spirit and is manifest in the earth through our faith.
0 Matthew 6:10; 18:18 Luke 10:1819; 17:20-21.

Matthew 11:12 AMP

And from the days of John the Baptist until the present time, the kingdom of heaven has endured
violent assault, and violent men seize it by force [as a precious pride a share in the heavenly
kingdom is sought with most ardent zeal and intense exertion].

Luke 11:20 AMP
But if I drive out the demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has [already] come
upon you.

- It all began withJohn 3:16 God sending Jesus to bring Salvation to the eAxts 10:38.

RememberAdam had committed high treasin the Garden of Edeiand gave his God given dominion
as gods of this earth over to Sat@enesis 1:2628; Psalm 82:6; John 10:3485.

- Jesus ame to reclaim what was lost and restore it back to us and eleéfestan Ro. 5:17.

- After the resurrectionfalesus, Satan is still called the god of this @€orinthians 4:4.

- This world system is still under his contrduke 4:5-7; 1 John 5:19; Gal 3:22; Rev. 12:9.
o0 Ephesians 2:13; 2 Thessalonians 2:48; Hebrews 2:89

- For the time beingMatthew 8:29; 1 Corinthians 7:31; Revelation 12:12 20:1-3.

We are now considered an occupation army in the earth, enforcingsSaeéent until Jesus returns a
second time to rule an reign physigan the earth from JerusalerhCor. 15:24-28; Ephesians 1:910.

This kingdom within is manifested in our lives and in the natural realm through our faith 8 God
Word- we bring it out on display for theasld to see, iis not automaticLuke 17:20-21; Mt. 5:14-16.

- So how does one enter into this spiritual Kingdom?

- Theanswer is simple, we are born intptftrough faith in Jesugohn 3:3-8; Ro. 10:9-10.

- To change kingdoms one must change lords.

- Before Christ we were sold as slaves to sin, Satan was ouf.|dahn 3:10.

- Through the New Birth, we passed from death lifge John 5:24 Colossians 1:1314.

- We accept the invitation through the Gospel, only by fath 22:1-14; Luke 13:23-24.

- Have you ever heard that sayifiyou may be the only Jesus someone will evercgsee?

- The same goes for unbelievers seeing whakihgdom of God is like in this earth

- It can only be seen in our lives; living out our full redemption for all to see how good God is.
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Introduction

RE|atlonShlpS between the The first four books of the Bible:
Synoptic Gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are

referred to as the Gospels.

Unigque to

Thefirst three books are referred to as
the synoptic gospels, because they are
similar in that they include many of the
same stories, often in the same
sequence, and sometimes the exact s:
wording.

Mark and

Matthew . . .
This degree of parallelism in content,

narrative arrangement, language, and

Triple sentence structures can only be
Tradition accounted for by literary
interdependence.

Scholars believe that these gospels sh
the same point of view and are clearly
linked. The term syndjz comes from
the Greelsyn meaningiogetheo, and
optic, meaningiseen.

Unique to Double Unigue to
Luke Tradition Matthew

A. Principles of Interpretations

It is necessary for us to clarify proper Bible interpretation techniques that should be followed when
rightly dividing the Gospels.

Principle #1: Old Covenant in Force

- The majority of the Gospel accounts occurred while the Old Covenant was still in force.
- Often times Jesus spoke as a man still living under the Old Covéoliow the Mosaic law.

Matthew 8:3-4

Jesus reached out hikand and touched the manfil am willing, 6 he said.fiBe cleanb

Immediately he was cured of his leprosy. Then Jesus said to hifiGee that you doi tell anyone.
But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.
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Luke 10:25-28

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jestiseacherp he askedfiwhat must | do
to inherit eternal life?0 What is written in the Law?0 he replied.fiHow do you read it He
answered:f ldove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind@ and, d_ove your neighbor as yourself® iYou have answered
correctly,0 Jesus repliedfiDo this and you will live 0

- Under the Old Covenant, adherence to the Law & ans@aiifices was their salvation.
- Remember, Jesus came to fulfill the Law and usher in the Age of Grace.
- Under the New Covenant Jesus is the final and ultimate sacfditein Him alone now!

Principle #2: Speaking to the Jewish Nation

- At times Jesuspoke specifically to the nation of Israel concerning the present and future.
- Those things have no specific relevance to the Church back then, today or in the future.
- Forinstance, Jesus predicted the destruction of Jerusalem and the-T&h#fdleRomans.

Luke 19:41-44

As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and s4itf,you, even you, had
only known on this day what would bring you peac® but now it is hidden from your eyes. The
days will come upon you when your enemies will buildrmembankment against you and encircle
you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within
your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of
Godé coming to youo

- Other times, Jesus talked about the Tribulation period after the Church is raptured.
- He predicted events that would transpire that would affect the Jewish nation in the future.

Matthew 24:15-17

fASo when you see standing in the holy pladthe abomination tha causes desolatiodspoken of
through the prophet Danield let the reader understand then let those who are in Judea flee to
the mountainso

Principle #3: Jesus Addressing the Dispensation of Grace

- Jesus taught many times about the coming of the Glavenant, the Kingdom of God.

- After His resurrection, these principles, promises and directives were further clarified.
- The Holy Spirit through the early Apostles, explained them in the Epistles of the NT.
- These precious truths belong to us today undelNéve Covenantlike the New Birth.

John 3:3-7- In reply Jesus declaredfil tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God
unless he is born agaim fiHow can a man be born when he is old?Nicodemus askediiSurely he
cannot enter a second time inttis motherés womb to be bornd Jesus answeredil tell you the
truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives
birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 0

- Not until the disciples were boagain after the resurrection could they understand.
- Many things were hidden from them, they did not have the Holy Spirit to comprehend.
o John7:37-39;13:7, 16:12
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John 12:16
At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorifiedlid they realize that
these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to him.

John 16:1213- fil have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the
Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak
only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.

Principle # 4: The Bible is Progressive Revelation

- The Old Testament saints had less light or understanding concerning the Kingdom of God.

- Thatalso includes their understanding of Satan and his kingdom as well.

- Throughout the ages, more truth and detail has been given as recorded in Scripture.

- The Epistles letters (Romandrevelation) has the greatest amount of revelation given to us.
0 1 Peter 110-12; Hebrews 10:1.

Hebrews 8:13 By calling this covenantfinew,0 he has made the first one obsolete; and what is
obsolete and aging will soon disappear.

- Though the Old covenant is obsolete, it still provides principles and examples for us today.
- The 0 commandments are still true and apply today and are fulfilled when we walk in love.
- Just look atl Corinthians 10:1-13; written down as examples and warnings for us today.

Romans 13:810

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves
his fellowman has fulfilled the law. The commandmentsiDo not commit adultery,0 fiDo not
murder, 0 ADo not steald fiDo not covetp and whatever other commandmenthere may be, are
summed up in this one rule:fiLove your neighbor as yoursel® Love does no harm to its neighbor.
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

- Just because we are under Grace and not the Law does not mean we are excused from it.
- Yeswe are saved by Grace through Faklplfesians 2:89); not by the lawGalatians 2:16.
- God does not change, neither does His standard of holiness change between Old & New Cov.

Leviticus 11:44 | am the Lord your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, bause | am holy.

1 Peter 1:1516- But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:
fiBe holy, because | am holyp.

- Remember the golden ruld,ove your neighbor as yourseih Leviticus 19:18.
- That is the best th@ld Testament Jewsould do, since they were not born again.
- But what if they did not love themselves? Natural human love, vergtamdardove.
Jesus referenced many Old Testament Scriptures in the Gospels, many times He was speaking to Jews.
- They were nbborn again at the time and could only love their neighbor as themselves.

- The New Covenant takes it to the next level, love one another as Jesus loved us.
- Because there is more gratee Holy Spirit and the New Birttmore is expectedf us today
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John 1:1618
From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

John 13:3435
A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved yowg gou must love one
another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.

- Here is another example how the New Covenant improves upon the Old Covenant.
- So we are still to obey Gasleternal, unchanging principles of hoBsen the Old Testament.
- Under the New Covenant, Jesus builds on the Old with New expectations of obedience.

Matthew 5:21-22

fiYou have heard that it was said to the people long ag@)o not murder, and anyone who
murders will be subject to judgmentoBut | tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will
be subject to judgmento

Matthew 5:27-28
fiYou have heard that it was saidd®o not commit adultery.6 But | tell you that anyone who looks
at a woman lustfully has already committed adulterywith her in his heart.0

Matthew 5:43-45

fiYou have heard that it was said@d_ove your neighbor and hate your enemyaBut | tell you: Love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in
heaven. He causes his sun tse on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous.0

- So Jesus builds on the 10 commandments, He does not say they no longer apply.

- Jesus did not come to abolish the Law and the Propghettulfill themi Matthew 5:17.

- Weobey the 10 commandments by walking in love from our loead whole new level!

- Under the New Covenant, we just have to ask one queftidmt would Love do@

- Jesus gave us the Law of Love, the Law of the New Covenant to govern His Church.
- 1 Corinthians 13, known as the love chapter is our standatsoGalatians 5:2324.

- So as we study the Gospels we need to keep these principles in mind to rightly divide it.

- As agood rule of thumb, keep in mind the audience, the time and the culture.
- There is no camadiction between the Gospel baplust a different eye witness account.

B. Guidelines for Interpretation

1. Analogy of Faith
- The primary rule of Bible interpretation was calfitde analogy of faitto.
- The analogy of faith is the rule that Scripturéoisnterpret Scripture.
- In other words, Sacred Scripture is its own interpreter.

This means, quite simply, that no part of Scripture can be interpreted in such a way as to render it in
conflict with what is clearly taught elsewhere in Scripture.
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- If a given verse is capable of two different interpretations, go with what agrees with the Bible
- So with interpreting Gospel text,should agree with the Epistlddomans Revelation.

2. Interpreting the Bible Literally

- Tointerpret the Bible literally is to tarpret it aditerature.

- The Bible is a special book in a class by itsadiven by inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

- Under inspiration a noun remains a noun and a verb remains a verb.

- Questions do not become exclamations, and historical narratives bdeconte allegories.

That is, the natural meaning of a passage is to be interpreted according to the normal rules of grammar,
speech, syntax and context.

3. Literal Interpretation and Genre Analysis

- The termgenremeans simplykind,0 fisord or fispeciesh
- Genre analysis involves the study of such things as literary forms, figures of speech and style.
- Like distinguishing between lyric poetry and legal briefs, between essays and epic poems.

We distinguish between the style of historical narratives and ssrrbetween realistic graphic
description and hyperbo{exaggeration for effect)

- Failure to make these distinctions when dealing with the Bible edridegoroblems

- So literary analysis is crucial to accurate Bible interpretation.

- For example, the Bibldescribes the hills as dancing and clapping their Ramisous here.
- But what about Balaa@m donkey talking, is this fable or text narrating a miracle.

This particular episode takes place in the midst of a section of Scripture that does not begkstioé ma
poetry or fable. The immediate context bears all the marks of historical narrative.

4. The Problem of Metaphor

A metaphor is a figure of speech in which a word or phrase literally denoting one kind of object or idea
is used in place of another to gagt a likeness or analogy between them.

- The Bible frequently makes use of metaphors, and they are found often on the lips of Jesus.
- Jesus often used concrete examples (Parable of the Sower) to illustrate abstract truths.

John 10:9 | am the gate; whoeve enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out,
and find pasture.

5. The Grammatico-Historical Method

- The focus is upon grammatical constructions and historical comkttts Bible.
- It is helpful to understand English grammar as welbesek and Hebrew.

If for example, thegeneralpublic had a thorough knowledge of Greek grammar, the Jehovah Witnesses
would have a much more difficult time selling their interpretation of the first chapter of the Gospel of
John by which the Witnesses deahg deity of Jesus Christ.
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6. Source Criticism

If Mark was the first Gospel written and that Mathew and Luke had®i&&spel in front of them as
they wrote, many questions of the relationship of the Gospels can be explained.

- Both Luke and Matthewnclude certain information that is not found in Mark.
- Havinga source of information available to them that Mark did not have or chobgeuse.

By isolating the material found only in Matthew or only in Luke, we can discern certain things about
their priorities and concerns in writing.

- Knowing why an author writes what he writes helps us understand what he writes.
- We see that the intended audience of the Gospel of Matthew was tdQJeveferences.
- The Gospel of Luke was written to a wider audietice Gentile world.

7. Authorship and Dating

- Questions of authorship and date are also important to a proper understanding of text.
- Language can change its meaning from one generation to grioihediffering localities.
- Itis important to be as precise possible in fixing the place and date of a book.

8. Historical Narratives are to be Interpreted by the Didactic

- The termdidacticcomes from the Greek word that means to teach or to instruct.

- Didactic literature is literature that teaches or explains.

- Much of the Apostle Padd writing is didactic in character.

- The Gospels record what Jesus did and the Epistles interpret the significance of what He did.
- Sure the Gospels often teach and interpret as they are giving a narration.

- Butitis true that the ephasis in the Gospels is found in the record of events.

The Epistles are more concerned with interpreting the significance of those events in terms of doctrine,
exhortation and applicatiofthey were written in the dispensation we live in todaye of Giace!

Surethe Gospels are a part of the New Testament, it recorded events that pertained to Israel and to us.
Building doctrine or drawing too many inferences from narratives alone is dangerous business.
9. The Implicit is to be Interpreted by the Explicit

- Many times we can learn from Scripture what is left implied or unsaid.

- There will be a central truth, but also secondary implications, applications or principles.

- However, implied interpretations should always be subordinate to what is expéeiled.
Romans 8:1214
Therefore, brothers, we have an obligatio® but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to
it. For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death

the misdeeds of the bodyyou will live, because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of
God.
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Explicit Interpretation:
The context of bein@led by the Spirid above is in putting to death the misdeeds of the bGdy. 5:18.

Implicit Interpretation:
That the HolySpirit will lead us concerning all matters that pertain to the will of God for our lives.

John 16:13
But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will te{ou what is yet to come.

When an implication is drawn that is contradictory to what is explicitly stat&dripture the
implication must be rejected.

- If we interpret the clear in the light of the obscure, we drift gy areasbecome cultic.
- Nogreat knowledge of logic is necessary, just the simple application of common sense.

The basic rule is the rule of care: careful reading of what the text is actually saying will save us fro
much confusion and distortied Corinthians 13:9-13.

10. Determine Carefully the Meaning of Words

The better we understand the individual words used in biblical statements, the better we will be able to
understand the total message of the Scripture.

- Studying the roofsriginal meanings of words can be very helpful tondghe flavor of a term
- For example, the Hebrew word for glory originally me@reavy or fiweightyo
- Thus, the glory of God has to do with Hiseightinesé or fisignificanced

In addition to origins and derivations, it is extremely important for usutlysanguage in the context of
its usage. Words undergo changes in meaning depending on how they are used.

11.Observe the Difference between the Spirit and the Letter of the Law

Note that the Pharisees in the New Testament were quite detailed about keepetigr of the law
while violating the spirit constantly.

- For example, in the law it refers to th& day of the week as a Sabbath day, a day of rest.
- The Pharisees went to the letteofodus 23:12 Jesusorrected them iMatthew 12:1-8.

12.Cultural Conditioning and the Bible

The better | understand the fiusntury culture of Palestine, the easier it becomes for me to have an
accurate understanding of what was being il are not obliged to conform to their cultupest truth.

- In Bible interpetation there must be a balance betwdistinguishingcustomfrom principle
- The Bible is condioned by its cultural setting;also am conditioned by my cultural setting.
- We tend to filter what the Bible is saying in lightaafr cultural mannerg& practicesas well.
- The ugent need is for us is to conform to Biblical truth and n@résent dagecular values.
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Book 1
TheParables

Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in
parables; he did not say anything to them
without using a parable. So was fulfilled
what was spoken through the prophetiil
will open my mouth in parables, I will utter
things hidden since the creation of the
world. 0

Matthew 13:34-35

Wel come to the first book in this series called
and discover their rich significance to us today.

A parable is &hort, simple story designed to communicate a spititutd, religious principle, or moral
lesson; a figure of speech in which truth is illustrated by a comparison or example drawn from everyday
experiencesThey are not just simple folk stesor fables of fiction- revelation truth of the Kingdom.

Pemle wsually enjoy sermons that are based on parables. Since parables are concrete stories based on lif
situations, they seem easier to handle than abstract concepts.

- Parables often use the literary simile to make a compatisminning withilikeo or fia.

Matthew 13:24-25
Jesus told them another parablefiThe kingdom of heaven idike a man who sowed good seed in
his foi el dé

A parable is often no more than an extended metaphor or simile, using figurative language in the form of
a story to illustrate a ptacular truth.

The Greek word for parable literally medisslaying by the side ofor fia casting alongsidethusiia
comparison or likenegsln a parable something is placed alongside something else, in order that one
may throw light on the other. A familiar custom or incident is used to illustrate some truth less familiar.

The safest and probably most accurate way to treat the parablésok tor one basic poirdr central
truthin them.
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As a rule of thumb, avoitheallegorizingof every detail within a parable, trying to look for some secret
meaning in every statement. Unless the New Testament is clearly indicating an allegoricagmeani

Many of the parables are simply not suited to allegorical interpretasitimey are found in prophetic
Scriptures like Daniel or Revelatiohhe wordfisea in Revelation 13:1 speak of the Gentile nations.

Some parables, such as The Prodigal Son, obviously have more than one point. Some are extended
similes; others are comparative stories; others have an olsmglsmoral application.

According toMatthew 13:10-17, Jesus spoke to the general publipanables as a form of code so that
those with sincere motives and a desire for God would undertstamiand the others would not.

Matthew 11:25-26

At that time Jesus saidfil praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these hings from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this
was your good pleasureé

- A major theme in Jesaparables is the demand of following Him in authentic discipleship.
- Jesus showed ththe time for decision isow; parable of the great suppkuke 14:15-24.

- Requiringthat His followers be prepared to give up #ie unfinished towelt uke 14:2832

- Parables of the hidden treasure and pearl of great picd 8:44-46)- Kingdom valuable.

- Jesu8parables are a call to a radical decision to follow Him, regardless of the cost.

- Speaking of dedication, consecration and determination to be faithful to the end.

So lets begin our epic journey together as we discover new insights into the paraldssoChrist!

~_JESUS CHRIST
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Parable #1TheNew Cloth and New Wine Skins

ReferenceMatthew9:14-17: Mark 2:18-22: Luke 5:33-39

Theme:Reality overReligion
Context:Jesus is asked why HBisciples are nofasting andPraying

They said to him,AJohnés disciples often fast and pray, and so do the
disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinkingJesus
answered,iiCan you make the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is
with them? But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken
from them; in those days they will fas He told them this parable:fiNo
one tears a patch from a new garment and sews it on an old one. If he
does, he will have torn the new garment, and the patch from the new
will not match the old. And no one pours new e into old wineskins. If
he does, the new wine will burst the skins, the wine will run out and the
| wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine must be poured into new
wineskins. And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for he
says,0lhe old is better6 fi

I ke 5-33-39

A. Jesus Questioned about Fasting

Luke 5:33
They said to him,AJohnés disciples often fast and pray, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees,
but yours go on eating and drinkingo

- We dori see fasting as an ordinance set fortthanlaw of Moses.

- However it was a common practice amongst the Jews as a means of solemn reverence.
o Itwas to set time aside to seek God in prayer.
o A side note, fasting without being in the Word and Prayer is just dieting.

- The Christian Church continued the practicAats 13:2-3 Worshipped the Lord/Fasted.

Acts 14:23
Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting,
committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.

- Fasting in principle was the abstinence of food not waigke 4:1-2, Jesudasted40 days.
- There is what is calledDaniels fast just water and vegetabledaniel 1:1-16.
- Jesus referred t@ourningd in Matthew 9:15in reference to fasting.
- Repentanceear clothes and put on Sack Cloth and fastingings 21:2728.
- Inthe Sermon on the Mount He talked about fastingatthew 6:16.
o0 Not to disfigure your face and make it apparent to others that you are fasting.
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B. Setting Priorities

Luke 5:34-35
Jesus answerediCan you make the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? But the
time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; in those days they will fasi.

- Often times fasting like many things became a religious niataer than of the heart.
- Man has a tendency to elevate observancestbggrassionate pursuit of the Lord.
- David was an exception in his generation.

Acts 13:22 fil have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything |
want him to do.0

- Reminds me of when Jesus came over to Mé&thause for dinner.
- ltillustrates the preoccupation of human nature with the details and miss the main event.
- Like the man hacking his way through the jungle, content with his pregvessg jungle.

e i

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came -
a village where a woman named Martha opened her
home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at
the Lordés feet listening to what he said. But Martha
was distracted by all the preparationghat had to be
made. She came to him and askedl.ord, don@ you
care that my sister has left me to do the work by
myself? Tell her to help meb fiMartha, Martha, 0 the
Lord answered, fiyou are worried and upset about
many things, but only one thing is neededMary has
chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away
from her.o

Luke 10:38-42

- Likewise the question to Jesus about His disciples fasting was not a pgaddity.

- When we get so distracted in serving Jesus that we forget to sit at Hikd&staproblem.

- Keeping thdiLettero of the Law at the expense of not keepingfiBpirito of the law as well.
- Religious practices like the Sabbatliwaystook second seat to Jesus

Matthew 12:7-8
filf you had known what these words meand desire mercy, not sacrifice 9you would not have
condemned the innocent. For the Soaf Man is Lord of the Sabbatho

Matthew 23:23-24

fiwoe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spites
mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the lawd justice,
mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. You
blind guides! You strain out a grat but swallow a camelo
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C. A New Creation Foretold

Mark 2:21-22
fINo one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If he does, the new piece will pull
away from the old, making the tear worsed

- Jesusvasmaking reference to thfiNew Covenarti He wasusheringn- like anew cloth
- So trying to repair the old with new patch is pointlesget a brand new garment instead.
- Jesuswasushering in a complete replacement of the old system with something brand new.

Hebrews 8:13
By calling this covenantfinew,0 he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete aaging
will soon disappear.

- Human nature does not like change, there is security with what is familiar.
- The religious leaders were so entrenched in the Old Covenant they were afraid of change.
- Change also meatite prospect of them losing their powersipion and prestige.

John 11:48
filf we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and
take away both our place and our natioro

- In Lukess version of this parable, in light of what was stated above, Lukara8s sense:
o AANnd no one after drinking old wine wants the newhtsays@rhe old is betteé. 0

Mark 2:22
And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins, and both
the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. Nohe pours new wine into new wineskins.

Containersn Eastern nations were made, and are still
made of skins onimals Generally the skin was taken
entire from a sheep or a goat, amaenproperly prepared
was filled with wine or water. This madeviery
convenient to travel over arid and desert regiohgyT
couldfill two skins, and fasten them together and lay thi
across the back of a camel, and thus carry wine or wat:
great distance

The problem with old wineskins is that over time, they
would become very dry and brittlslew wine put into
them would ferment, and swell and burst them ofSen.
new wineskins would be elastic enough to expand and
contract without breaking and thus preserve the wine.
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- With the coming of the New Covenadgsus here was talking about the New Birth.

- The illustrations of the old cloth and old wineskins speak of the old sinful spiritual nature.
- Religionsof the world attempt to remodel perform a makeover of something dead.

- Itds like giving a condemned house a new paint job on the outsidds the point?

- Jesus was saying going to totally replace the old man with a new man in Christ.

John 3:3
In reply Jesus declaredfil tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born
againo

- In 2 Corinthians 5:17, the wordilew Creation in the GreekmeansafiNew Species.
- Or something that has never existed before, from scratch, beandaly, pure& righteous.

2 Corinthians 5:16-17

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ
in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
gone,the new has comel!

- Going back to our house analogy, when we get saved the old house is completely torn down.
- Even the foundation is ripped up and a fresh new foundation iddardto build upon.

1 Corinthians 3:10-12

By the grace God has given me, | ldia foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is
building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation
other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.

- So once we are born again, we begin to borldhat foundation our new Christian life.

1 Corinthians 3:12-15

If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work
will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealedwith fire, and
the fire will test the quality of each maris work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his
reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping
through the flames.

Conclusion:

So inthe final analysiswhat folks considered so importgkeeping the religious ritual of fastipgs
insignificant in light of the New Birth that Jeswssushering in through the New Covendgab what
counts is d@New Creation not a religious selfmprovement job filthy rags in Isaiah 64:6.

Galatians 6:1516
Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation.

1 Peter 1:36, fiPraise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he
has given usew birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fadé kept in heaven for you, who
through faith are shielded by Gods power until the coming of the salvation thais ready to be
revealed in the last timeo
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Parable 2: TheTwo Debtors

ReferencelLuke 7:4343

Theme:Comparison A Heartof Gratitudebetween a Prostituiégnferred)and a Pharisee
Context:Jesus waklvited toDinner at a PhariséeHouse to be Scrutinized

Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to
have dinner with him, so he went to the
Phariseds house and reclined at the table.
When a woman who had lived a sinful life
in that town learned that Jesus was eating
at the Phariseés house, she brought an
alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stooc
behind him at his feet weeping, she began
to wet his feet with her tears. Then she
wiped them with her hair, kissed them
and poured perfume on them.

Luke 7:36-38

A. Jesusb6 Feet Anointed by a Prosti

- It took an amazing amount of courage for this woman to do this in fratittbese men.
- In gmall towns in Judeaveryone knew everybodghe was no doubt an outcast.
- Clearly her desire for forgiveness was greater than whatsatiwrght about her

1. Fear of Man

Galatians 1:10
Am | now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am | trying to please men? If were
still trying to please men, | would not be a servant of Christ.

- A great lesson to be learned here is abouiiflear of Mard A snare to the soul.
Proverbs 29:25, Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.

- Fear of what other people might think or do has kept many from the Kingdom of God.
- The threabf losing onés prestige, position or rank; perhaps fear of bodily harm.
- Satan uses intimidation and bullying techniques to cause people to shrink back.

o Unfortunaely, that is why persecution is so effectitdebrews 10:3239.

John 12:4243

Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees
they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of theynagogue; for they loved
praise from men more than praise from God.
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Luke 12:4-5

il tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more.
But | will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing é the body, has power
to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear himo

- When we come to the Lord®ta total abandonment of our reputatiotineis might think.
- To be a follower of Jesus @& all or nothing propositiersome countries = martyrdom.

Matthew 10:37%39

fnAnyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who does not take his cross and
follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life W lose it, and whoever loses hilfe for my
sake will find it.0

- This sinful woman represents the truly solat, all the way, Jesus or blkstd of repentance.
- She knew Jesus was a controversial figure, but was unashamed to acknowledge Him.
- Likethesongil have decided to follow Jésuséno tu

Luke 12:8-10- fil tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also
acknowledge him before the angels of God. But he who disowns me before men will bedised
before the angels of Goa

Luke 9:26-27
If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes
in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.

Romans 1:16 | am not ashamed of the gospel,drause it is the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes.

- Now there is a godly fear that the Bible talks abdw;fear of the Lord is to hate euvil

Proverbs 8:13
To fear the Lord is to hate evil; | hate pride and arrogance, evil behavioand perverse speech.

Romans 12:910- Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.

- We are talking about a reverential awe, respect, love and devotion for the Lord.
- We serve an awesome Gdaianiel 7:9-10; Ezekiel 1:252:2; Isaiah 6:1-8.

Hebrews 12:2829
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so
worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for ouiiGod is a consuming fired

2. A Beautiful Display of Repentance

Alabaster jar operfume very rare& expensive gift reserved for the only rarest of occasions
She was holding nothing back, in humility and tears she expresses a pure repentant heart.
By the way Jesuideet were dirtyand stinky from wearing sandals in a hot and dustg.la

That did not matter to this woman, she had only one thing on her dasds!
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Acts 3:19
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may
come from the Lord

Acts 20:21
| have declared to both Jews andreeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith
in our Lord Jesus.

- Concerning the sinful woman, we learn a great lesson in repentance.

- According to the Bible it is a prerequisite to salvation.

- To repent simply means to turn and go in anotlrection.

- Itis a tearing of the heart in regret, not being sorry we were caught; wanting to change!

AEven nowp declares the Lord,fireturn to me with all your
heart, with fasting and weeping and mourningd Rend your
heart and not your garments. Reéurn to the Lord your God, for
he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding
in | oveé
Joel 2:1213

Acts 17:2930

fTherefore since we are Gog offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or
silver or stoned animage made by mais design and skill. In the past God overlooked such
ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repemt.

- John the Baptists and Jesus preached a message of repentance; turn from sin to God.
- That it was not just lip servicbut backed up by forsaking sin.
o Matthew 3:89, iProduce fruit in keeping with repentange.

Matthew 4:17
From that time on Jesus began to preachiRepent, for the kingdom of heaven is neab.

- The sinner is to come to Christ just as they are, with a wilinEsleart to leave sin.

- A sinner cad stop sinning, that is their nature, but they have to want to be free from it.
- Adrunkard cad come to Christ with the intent to remain a drunkard and have tbesus

- Ités all or nothing. We come to Jesus to be Bagain, so wecan bereed from sin.

- As aresultfieternal Lifed operating in our spirit produces the fruit of righteousness.

1 John 3:910

No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because Gadseed remains in him; he cannot go
on sinning, because he has been born of God. This is how we know who the children of God are
and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God;
nor is anyone who does nowlve his brother.

Acts 26:20
| preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.
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3. The SelfSufficient Pharisee

Luke 7:39
When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himsdfilf this man were aprophet,
he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she i& that she is a sinneio

- The problem with oufiMe0 centric society today is that there is no awareness of sin.
- There is an epidemic of narcissism; a preoccupation with gelgliabout me.
- We are plagued with the philosophy of relative moralism, though this is nothing new.

Psalms 36:2fFor in his own eyes he flatters himself tomuch to detect or hate his siro

Judges 17:6 NKJV
In those days there was no king in Israeleveryone did what was right in his own eyes.

- Without a revelation that people are lost in their sin; why would they seek a Savior?
- The attitude today j$iém okay, Youre Okay so lets just all holds handsnd feel good
- The secular progressive religiohtoday exalts man and excludes God.

2 Corinthians 4:3-5

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has
blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God.

- The problem is that people are deceived and blinded from seeing the truth.
- I mean, who in their right mind wouldkliberatelywant to go to hell anyways?
- Hell was made for the devil and his angels not for man, who bees Iy choiceMt. 25:41.

Romans 7:7

What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed | would not have known what sin
was except through the law. For | would not have known what coveting really was if the law had
not said, iDo not coveto

- Thelawor 10 Commandments was given to identify what sin is and our sinfulness.

- The purpose of th&.aw wasto lead us to Christ.

- Even those who never heard still have a conscidRomans 2:1216.

- It was a perfect standard, designed to frustrate mamw kIs desperate need for a savior.

Galatians 3:19, 22, 28¢5

What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to
whom the promise referred had come. But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a
prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be
given to those who believe. So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be
justified by faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer under thsupervision of the law.

Jeremiah 17:9 AMP

The heart is deceitful above all things, and it is exceedingly perverse and corrupt and severely,
mortally sick! Who can know it [perceive, understand, be acquainted with his own heart and
mind]?
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- Itis impossibé for man to save himselbut not with Goe 1l Peter 4:1718.

Matthew 19:25-26
When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and askéilyho then can be saved®
Jesus looked at them and saidjWith man this is impossible, but with God all thngs are possible

- Thank God for the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, when the Gospel is preached.

John 16:7-11

But | tell you the truth: It is for your good that | am going away. Unless | go away, the Counselor
will not come to you; but if I go, | will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world

of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgmentn regard to sin, because men do not
believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because | am going to the Father, where you can see me
no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.

- That is what is meant yeingfiEnlightening in Hebrews 6:4.
- The Holy Spirit reveals their need for Jesus; they are lost without Him.
- Ités like a divine appointment that people have a few times in their lifetoveecept Jesus.
- For some people, they may have only opportunity to receive the Lord.
o Where the invitation is made and the Holy Spirit is drawing them to receive Jesus.

John 6:65
He went on to sayfiThis is why | told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has
enabled himo

Acts 13:48
When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were
appointed for eternal life believed.

2 Corinthians 6:1-2

As Godds fellow workers we urge you not to receive Gasd grace in vain. For he saysjin the time
of my favor | heard you, and in the day of salvation | helped yoao. | tell you, now is the time of
Godds favor, now is the day of salvation.

- As Jesus said iMatthew 16:26, what can a man give in exchange for his soul.
- This is the most important and pressing quedoomumanity todaythe meaning of life.
o0 What are we going to do with Jesus: Accept, Reject or Ignore Him.

Hebrews 2:24- For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and
disobedience received its just punishment, how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?
This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by thosého heard

him. God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit
distributed according to his will.

John 3:36

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, fodGo
wrath remains on him.0

Psalms 9:17 The wicked return to the grave, all the nations that forget God.
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B. The Two Men who Owed Money

Jesus answered himiiSimon, | have something to tell youn
fiTell me, teacherp he said.fiTwo men owed money to @ertain
moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other
fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he
canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him
more?0 Simon replied, il suppose the one who had the bigger
debt canceledo fiYou have judged correctlyd Jesus said.

Luke 7:40-43

- Now a denarii was a small silver coin in Roman currency.

- The image above was of emperor Augus8%6BCi 14 AD.

- The Bible refers to it as a d@ywage Matthew 20:2; John 12:5 (300 denadiiyr wages)

- So 500 denarii is comparable to 1 ¥z years wages versus 50 denarii almost 2 months.
- Being in debt in ancientrties was a serious matter.

Matthew 5:25-26

fSettle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still
with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to
the officer, and youmay be thrown into prison. | tell you the truth, you will not get out until you
have paid the last pennyd

If you were unable to pay your obligations you could be put in debtors prison.
You would stay there until someone would pay off your debt and esje@as

Or you and/or your family would be sold into slavery to pay off the debt.
There was no bankruptcy or consumer credit counseling options.

Matthew 18:23-25

fTherefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his sert&n
As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since
he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he
had be sold to repay the debb

Jesus used this parable ltastrate the measure of gratitude in relation to the amount of sin forgiven. Yet
it seems irrelevant if one sinned more than the other, because the penalty is the same.

- Jesus was describing the relative perception people have in relatiorfdgythheness of sin.
- Again whether a person only committed one sin or one milsti deserve going to hell.

James 2:10
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.

Romans 3:9, 2224, iWhat shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at alll We have already
made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. There is no difference, for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace througthe
redemption that came by Christ Jesu
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1. He who is Forgiven Much, Loves Much

Luke 7:44-47

Then he turned toward the woman and said to SimorfjDo you see this woman? | came into your
house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feeitlwher tears and wiped
them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time | entered, has not
stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet.
Therefore, | tell you, her many sins hae been forgivend for she loved much. But he who has
been forgiven little loves littleo

Notice that thé>harisee did navenprovide tke mostbasicof courtesies to Jesus:
o0 Have a servant wash his stinky and dirty fe@ice they recline with feet raid.
o A complimentary kiss or greeting is given to guests to welcome them.
o Perfumed oil to anoint a persisrhead to smell and look good.
- Yet Jesus the Son of God was honored not by the religious establishment, but a sinner.
- That is why Jesus came, to cgitiful humanity to repentance.
- The problem with religious people, they think they are righteous anit meed help.
- As aresult, they are arrogant and sanctimonridesus made a point to expose the hypocrisy.

Matthew 9:10-13- While Jesus was having diner at Matthew house, many tax collectors and
fisinnersd came and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his
disciples,iWhy does your teacher eat with tax collectors andgsinnersd?0 On hearing this, Jesus
said, filt is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this meard:
desire mercy, not sacrificedFor | have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.

2. FaithGets the Job Done

Luke 7:48-50- Then Jesus said to herfiYour sins areforgiven.o The other guests began to say
among themselvesiWho is this who even forgives sing?Jesus said to the womarf}Your faith has
saved you; go in peace.

- Jesus, being God obviously was able to forgive sins, this was a revelation for them.
- There & another example of faith expressed resulting in forgivepasalyzed man.

o Mark2:412,iWhen Jesus s@&@wnt lyoiur fsaindksthé@are for
- In the context of this story, it was the wordafove that released her faith.

Galatians 5:6 AMP
For [if we are] in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but
only faith activated and energized and expressed and working through love.

- Thissamecaliber offaith, that does not takiNoo for a answer reminds me of anothergt
- The woman with an issue of blogtsked being stoned in public to get her healing.

Matthew 9:20-22

Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and
touched the edge of his cloak. She said to hersdiff | o nly touch his cloak, | will be healedo
Jesus turned and saw heriiTake heart, daughterp he said,fiyour faith has healed youo And the
woman was healed from that moment.
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Parable 8: TheLamp on a Stand
ReferenceMatthew5:14-16; 6:2223; Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-18; 11:3336

Theme:The impact of Gog Word in our lives to influence others
Context:Used inDifferent Settings

Matthew 5:15-16: Sermon on the Mounbehavior and conduct
Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-18: The Word as Spiritual Seed
Luke 6:33-36: Jesus Teaching the People

fYou are the light of the world. A city on a hill
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put
it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in
the house. In the sara way, let your light shine
before men, that they may see your good deed:s
and praise your Father

Matthew 5:14-16

A. Good Deeds

- In the same passage Jesus statedfiat, are the salt of the eatlin verse 13.

- Salt preserves and adds flatorthose things that are rubbed with it.

- When we rub shoulders with the world, we are to influence them with the Love/Word of God
- One application of beingfi,amp on a Starwis showing ourselves desuédisciples

John 15:8
This is to my Fathers glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

John 13:3435
A new command | give you: Love one another. Ashave loved you, so you must love one
another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.

- Failure to do so causes us to lose our purpose and distinctness among people.

- Being a lightin the world is having our lives o display revealing the Grace of God in us.
- Resulting as a tremendous witnessing-tadis credibility to the message of the Gospel.
- Acts 20:3435; Romans 14:1618; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12; Titus 2:9-10; 1 Peter 3:12.

1 Peter 2:1112

Dear friends, | urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which
war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of
doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he \&sis.
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- Alampon a stand is something prominent and visible for others to see on purpose.
- It&s Gods design that we be a ligfor others to see, that is Jesus in our lives.
- Light is a metaphor often used to represent the Kingdom of God and right living.

0 Romans 13:1114; Colossians 1:914; 1 Thessalonians 5:411; 1 John 2:711.

Ephesians 5:814

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in thedrd. Live as children of light (for the
fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and tihy) and find out what pleases the
Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. For it is
shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, for it is ht that makes everything visible. This is why it is saidiiWwake up, O
sleeper rise from the dead,and Christ will shine on youo

B. Revelation Truth Revealed

Luke 8:16-17
fiINo one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, hmuts it on a stand, so
that those who come in can see the liglat.

- Light is also used as a metaphor to describe revealed truth, understamdtiegelation.
0o Matthew 4:13-17; 13:1%17; John 1:1:9.

- Darkness on the other hand repressimtsggnorance, doutand unbelief.

- Spiritual illumination is something Paul prayed for the church at Ephesus.

Ephesians 1:1719

| keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit

of wisdom and revelation so that you may know Im better. | pray also that the eyes of your heart
may beenlightenedin order that you may knowthe hope to which he has called you, the riches of
his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.

- Knowledge of the truth leads to godliness accordinfticss 1:1. Not to mentior2 Peter 1:2
Grace& peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.
- Knowledge of the truthwhenacted upon, sets and makes us-fdedin 8:31-32.

Psalms 119:130 AMP
The entrance and unfolding of Your words give light; their unfolding gives understanding
(discernment and comprehension) to the simple.

Proverbs 20:27 KJV
The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord, searching all the inward pas of the belly.

- Godimparts revelation knowledge to our spirit; which in turn enlightens our mind.
- Light also stands for the spiritual growth and development of the human spirit.
- Gods Word is the primary source of our spiritual training in godling§smothy 4:8.

2 Timothy 3:16-17
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
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C. Hidden Things Revealed

Mark 4:22-23
For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be brought
out into the open.

Luke 8:17-18
For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be
known or brought out into the open.

- Both of these synoptic passages were written within the context of the Parable of the Sower.
- The things hidden were in reference to the secrets of the Kingdom of God.
- Jesus was revealing them to His disciples, to be explained further in the€pistl

Luke 8:9-10
His disciples asked him what this parable meant. He sai@The knowledge of the secrets of the
kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others | speak in parabie®

- | often interpreted that these passages meant the revealing oftplittki secrets.
- Certainly, this fact is covered by other Scriptures but nbtark 4:22-23; Luke 8:17-18.

Hebrews 4:13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God3s sight. Everything is uncovered and
laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we musjive account.

2 Corinthians 5:10- For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may
receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.

- We are so blessed to be a part of this generation; v@ai®s Word abounds!

- When the Epistles refer to thiMysteryo ités not talking about something withheld from us.
- Ités referring to truth hidden in the pastit now revealed in this Dispensation of Grace.

- Romans 16:2527; Eph. 3:2-13; 5:22-33; Colossians 124-29; 2:1-4; 1 Timothy 3:14-16

1 Peter 1:1012

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched
intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the

Spirit of Chr ist in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories

that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when
they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preadthhe gospel to you
by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.

- The Holy Spirit is the revealer and teacher of &adford to usthe Church of Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 2:6-10

We do, however, speak a messagewisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or

of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we speak of Gedecret wisdom, a

wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the
rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
However, as it is written: fiNo eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has
prepared for those who love hindd but God has revealed it to us byis Spirit.
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D. The Measure of ConsideratidRetention and Appropriation

He replied, iThe knowledge of the secrets of
the kingdom of heaven has been given to you
but not to them. Whoever has will be given
more, and he will have an abundance.
Whoeverdoes not have, even what he has wil
be taken from him.0

Matthew 13:11-12

- With the exception oMatthew 25:28-30, thecontext was the Parable of the Sower.
- The Lords disciples aneve todayare privileged with the understanding of His parables.
- Why parables®as the Lord showing favoritisimo, Jesus practiced what He preached.

Matthew 7.6
fiDo not give dogs what isacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample
them under their feet, and tren turn and tear you to pieces

- In the BibleiDogs andfiPigw refer to the godless amdprobateHeb. 12:16; 2 Peter 2:22
- Bible is coded, only understdas its revealed by the Holy Spirit to those who appreciate it.
- Only those with a heart to receive, rather than the cynic and skeptic will understand truth!

Luke 10:21

At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said,fil praise you, Father,Lord of heaven

and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to
little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.

1 Corinthians 1:20-21

Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is tiphilosopher of this age? Has not God
made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its
wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save
those who believe.

- The Holy Spiit is the teacher, counselor, the revealer of trwithout Him, wewould know
nothingat all in the Bible and Gdd expressed will for our livés
- Ités impossible for unbelievers to understand the Bible without the -Siéfitrews 6:4.

1 Corinthians 2:12-14

We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may
understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human
wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truts in spiritual words. The man
without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.
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Mark 4:23-25

filf anyone has ears to hea let him hear.o fiConsider carefully what you hearp he continued.
AWith the measure you use, it will be measured to yod and even more. Whoever has will be
given more; whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.

Luke 8:18
Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not
have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him.

- Jesus talked about the measoireonsideration directed toward hearing the Word.
- How much weappreciate, value, treasure and willingly acepnhger and thirst for.

Matthew 5:6- Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

- Jesus puts the responsibility of hearing, appreciating and valuing the Witvelh@arer
- Are we earnestly seeking the truth or are we just a casual ohstmyaress me God!
- Simply put, we get out of Ga@sl Word what we put into-ipersistent study and migakion.

2 Timothy 2:15 AMP

Study and be eager and do your utmost to presenburself to God approved (tested by trial), a
workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly
handling and skillfully teaching] the Word of Truth.

- Letés break down each part of these passages of Scripwasder Carefully/Be Carefal

- The Greekbehold, beware, lie, look (on, to), perceive, regard, see, sight, take heed.

- Not a warning about hearing wrong teaching; rather the value we place on what we hear.
- | like what the Amplified Bible says:

Mark 4:24 AMP

And He said to them, Be careful what you are hearing. Thmeasure[of thought and study] you
give [to the truth you hear] will be the measure[of virtue and knowledge] that comes back to you
0 and more [besides] will be given to you who hear.

- Notice theBiblical principle that we reap what we sow is in pleye

- fAiThought and study to the truth we heearfiVirtue and Knowledg@comes back tosu

- In the context of the Parable of the Sower, that would be 30, 60 & 100 times as much.

- Jesus talked about theeasure of thoughtful hearing and study of the Worttuth returned.

- The Parable of the Sower was all about the Word sown into the human spirit.

- The types of ground represented the conditions/attitudes of the theartg ears to hear!

- Tohave a gootholde heart Luke 8:15) =is to be an attentive hearer and doer of the Word.
- One who treasures/hides @sdVord in their heart as valuable and precidtsalm 119:11.

Luke 8:18 AMP

Be careful therefore how you listen. For to him who has [spiritual knowledge¥ill more be given;
and from him who does not have [spiritual knowledge], even what he thinks and guesses and
supposes that he has will be taken away.

- Jesuss giving a warning tavhoeverheas the Wordof Godbeing spoken.
- Whenthe Word is fallingupon deaf ears, the uninterested, flippant and dismissive hearers.

The Gospels Parables -33-




- Because of their calloused heart that does not embrace the Word they areihleaang
- The devil wll come and take away what they heard, they will forget and discard it.
- As aresult they will not receive a harvest of @od/ord in their livesSalvation/healing etc.

Luke 8:11-13

fThis is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. Thosleng the path are the
ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so thatythe
may not believe and be saved.

- The references tiHaving Ears to Heairs in reference to hearing the Kingdom of God

0o Mark 4:9, 23; 8:8; Luke 8:8.
- With the exception ofuke 14:35where Jesus talked about the cost of being a disciple.
- The same concept is given by Jesus concerning the letters to the 7 Churches.

o Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22.

Mark 4:23 AMP
If any man has ears tahear, let him be listening and let him perceive and comprehend.

- The point being: take these things to heart, meditate, and put them into practice in our lives.
0 Luke 8:21; Philippians 4:9; 1 Timothy 5:4.
- The true sign that a person has embraced¥5abrdis when they beyGods Word.

James 1:2125

Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word
planted in you, which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.
Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who
looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what
he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that ges freedom, and

continues to do this, not forgettingwhat he has heard, but doing # he will be blessed in what he
does.

- The key is to build our lives on a sure foundatibuke 6:46-49; 1 Corinthians 3:1015.
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E. The Eye is the Lamp of the Body

Matthew 6:22-23

fiThe eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if
your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is
darkness, how great is that darknessl

- Jesus hadtated that the eye is the lamp of the bodgs Istudy this oua little further.

- Matthew 6:22-23 was written witlin the context of havin§Treasures in Heaven.

- Where our treasurs,ithere our heart will be alsgpeaking of our prioritieandfocus.

- Our eyes represent what is important to us, what we are looking at has our dtferéion

Matthew 6:33-34, fiBut seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tenorrow will worry about
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

- Our eyes like our ears are gateways into our mind and-gpeivindows into our soul.

- The people we hang out with, where we chose to be, listen to and watch has great influence.
- Where our focus is set upon in life determines our conduct, behavior and lifestyle.

- So what are we allowing into our lives through the winslofwur sou) our eyes?

Proverbs 4:23,fiAbove all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of lifed

Proverbs 23:7KJV,iFor as he thinketho in his heart, so i ¢
1 Corinthians 15:3334,iDo not be misled:@Bad company corrupts good characte 0

1 Timothy 5:22,i¢ do not share in the sind of others. Ke

- The Bible instructs ug/here to sebur attention; on Jesus though faith in His Word.
- What helps us in what we think oRHilippians 4:4-8), iswhat we look atRomans 12:12.
- Consider Peter when he walked on water; as long has his eyes were eMIesl28-33.

Colossians 3:12
Since, hen, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

Hebrews 3:1, fiTherefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fiyour thoughts on
Jesus, the apostlerad high priest whom we confess.

- So the world view we have, the perspective and paradigm of life must be Christ centered.
- Otherwise we will have eloudy anddistortedunderstanding of the world around us.
- Matthew 6:22-23is worded basically the samelaske 11:34-36, but Luke has a little more.

Luke 11:35-36- iSee to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness. Therefore, if your whole
body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when the light of a lamp
shines on yow

- Our physical body will reflect our spiritual conditiogood or bad in health or sickness.

- 3 John 2 notes that spiritual prosperity proceeds physical health and prosh@iity. 4:8.
- Walking in the ligh of the Word and in love will affect every area of our-lifeJohn 1:7.
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Parable #: The Parable of the Sower
ReferenceMatthew 133-9, 1823 Mark 4:3-20; Luke8:4-15

Theme:Seedtime and Harvest
Context:Jesus was Teaching a Large Group of Peoptadyake

What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul?
Only servants, through whom you came to
believed as the Lord has assigned to each his
task. | planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but
God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor
he who wates is anything, but only God, who
makes things grow. The man who plants and
the man who waters have one purpose, and eac
will be rewarded according to his own labor.

1 Corinthians 3:5-8

There is no harvest without a season of planting.

A. The Seed is the Word of God

Luke 8:11, fiThis is the meaning of the parable: The seed is tiveord of God.0

1 Peter 1:23
For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and
enduring word of God.

- All words are seeds, but G@\Word stands in a class all by itself as incorrupsieled
- In other wordsGod3 Word cannot fail, changer be altered

Isaiah 55:1011

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the
earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish
what | desire and achieve the purpose for which | sent it.

Matthew 24:35 fiHeaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
Psalms 119:8- Your word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.

- Seeds contain life within itself, when planted, that life is released and-getiest change!
- The sowing is in the saying, we sow @ilVord when we speak G@dWord R0.10:17.
- Itis sownthrough the preaching and teaching of God/ord Acts 18:2428; 11:1926.

Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any doubledged sword, it penetrates even
to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
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Let the Word do the work! Jesus said His yoke would bg @ad His burden light. However, without

faith in Gods Word that would be impossible. So often we rely on our own natural resources, and
efforts to get the job denNatural skill and resources are limited, but all things are possible to them who
believe.The Father wants His children to enter into rest by sowing His Word in our lives, and allowing
our faith to bring substance to the things we hope for.

Hebrews 4:13

Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be
found to have fallen short of it. For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did;
but the message they heard was of no value to themdaese those who heardid not combine it
with faith . Now we who have believed enter that rest.

- Letd now take a look at two laws of Genesis that absolutely changes our lives.
- Law #11 Everything produces after its own kind.

Genesis 1:1112,29

Then God sad, fiLet the land produce vegetation: seetbearing plants and trees on the land that
bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kindso And it was so. The land produced
vegetation;plants bearing seed according to their kindsind trees bearingfruit with seed in it
according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. Then God said to mafil give you every
seedbearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed indt.

John 12:2324

Jesus replied fiThe hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. | tell you the truth, unless a
kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces
many seeds.

- There is a natural side as well as a spiritual side to thighat God set in motion in Genesis.
- The seed of every living thing is within itself to reproduce itself.
- Trees reproduce trees of the same species. A bird and a fish cannot reproduce together.

If we want a harvest of wheat, what kind of seed wouldove? Wheat seed of course! We @aake
rice seed, plant them and expect to receive a harvest of wheat.

- The Bible contains all the seed of @Gegromises and provision for ouvds.

- So to meet a specific need, we need to find the specifidisaembvasthat need.

- If our body is in need of physical healing, find healing Scriptures and sow them in osr heart
- That healing seed will grow in our heart and materialize in &irharvest of healing

- If we need healingout plant peace seed insteaddvesceive lots of peagéut no healing.

2 Corinthians 1:20-21
For no matter how many promises God has made, they aféreso in Christ. And so through him
the AAmeno is spoken by us to the glory of God.

2 Peter 1:34

His divine power has given us everyting we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of
him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great
and precious promises, so that through them you may patrticipate in the divine nature and escape
the caruption in the world caused by evil desires.
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- Law #2i1 AAs long as the earth endures, there will be seed time and harvest.
- Before every harvest, there is always a season of planting.
- Again, this principle applies both in the natural and spiritealms.

Genesis 8:22

Then Noah built an alter to the Lord and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he
sacrificed burnt offerings on it. The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heariNever
again will | curse the ground beause of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil
from childhood. And never again will | destroy all living creatures, as | have done. As long as the
earth endures,seed time and harvestcold and heat, summer and winter, day and night wilhever
ceased

The spiritual law of sowing and reaping not only refers to speaking the Word of God, but also to our
own actions as welRepetitiveacionshave a corresponding consequengeod or badver time

Galatians 6:7-10

Do not be deceived: Godannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to
please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the
Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing goodor at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give upTherefore, as we have opportunity, let us
do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

- Sometimes as Christians we try to do through pragetonly the Word ofGodcan do.
- Itds the truth of Go@s Word acted upothat sets us freedohn 8:31-32; John 17:17.
- There is so much more we could say about the preeminence &f Baolgwritten Word.

Many, instead of sayindipray for m@ should first sayfiteach me Gao@ Word, so | can intelligently
cooperate for my recovepy.

The seed of Gasd Word is sown intc
the human heart whenever it is hee
As we have just read, the conditior
a persofs heart will determine if the
seed will grow, and produce a
harvestWhat | want us to appreciai
is the fact that the seed has the po
within itself to bring about its own
fulfillment, and produce after its ow
kind. As long as the conditions of
faith are operating in a good, and
noble heart are present, Gedjrace
will bring the increase and harvest
time.

James 1:21
Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word
planted in you, which can save you.
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B. Why Did Jesus Speak to the People in Parables

Matthew 13:10-17; Mark 4:10-13; Luke 8:7-10

Onemight get the impression that God just wants to speak to people in riddles and leave them confused
and frustrated. Nothing could be further from the truth. Often times God spdaksl@ in order to
hide ts meaning from the cynical skeptics wdre selfexalied not interested in the truth anyway.

Matthew 11:25-26

At that time Jesus saidfil praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these things from the wise and learned, andervealed them to little children. Yes, Father,dr this
was your good pleasure

In the same contexsthe parable of the Sowelesus made this statemevigrk 4:23,ilf anyone has
ears to hear, let him hedrSpeaking of receptivity and an oplegart to hear from Ged.uke 19:41-44.

- Aclosed heart to the things of God is incapable of understanding spiritual truths.
- Jesus provided a similar admonition to the early church in Revelatioiit®Ayvho has an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saystb@ churches.
- Understand that the Bible is a progressive revelation of truth to humanity over time.
o0 Mark 7:18; John 13:7;1 Cor. 13:913; 2 Cor. 3:14-18; Ephesians 3:112.
- The Old Covenant was futf types and shadows, pointing to the realities foun@hrist
under the New Covenantolossians 2:7; Hebrews 8:5; 10;1 uke 24:13-35; John 16:12

1 Peter 1:1012

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched
intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the

Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the stferings of Christ and the glories

that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when

they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you
by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.

Please Read: 1 Corinthians 1:1.89; 2:6-16

- God has hidden revelation truth frahe so-called wise and has revealed it to us.
- That istheprimary ministry of the Holy Spiritor us today revealer otruth, John 16:1315.
- Itis by the Holy Spirit through our spirit that we understdPshlms 119:130; Pr. 20:27.

Thefollowing passageeveals some insight into understanding why Jesus spoke in parables to the
people. Revelation truth is more preciouartlany earthly treasure because it has eternal implications.

Matthew 7:6
Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample
them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.

- Revelation truth comes to those who hunger and seek after it; read/lattihew 7:7-11.
- The apostle Paul admonished the Church to ask God for revelBpbesiansl:17-23.
- Jesus talked about the key to knowledgkuke 11:52 In Jesus are hidden all ttreasures
of wisdom and knowledge&Colossians 2:24; Luke 1:77; John 8:32
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C. Conditions of the Human SpiriFour Types

Matthew 13:18-23; Mark 4:13-20; Luke 8:11-15

Before we examine the different types of soil, we must first identify what the poglsentsWe already
illustrated that the seed represents the Word of God. So the soil speaks of the humapititeairman.

Romans 10:1611
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you
confess and are saved.

- InMark 11:2223 Jesus saidid oes not doubt ino his heart bu
- 1 Thessalonians 5:28efers to the trcotomy of manspirit, soul and body.

- We are spit beings, with a soul, who live in physical bodies. The spirit man is the real you.

- The Kingdom of God is within us, it is out of our spirit that faith, hope and love operate.

Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of Go
would come, Jesus repliediiThe kingdom of God does not come with
your careful observation, nor will people say@Here it is,6or dThere it
is,0because the kingdom of God is within yo.

Luke 17:20-21

fiMy son, pay attention to what | say; listen closely to myords. Do
not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; for they
are life to those who find them and health to a mais whole body.
Above all else, guard your heart,fo it i s the well
Proverbs 4:2023

k a
B b d.‘

Jesus referred to tiepirit of a person as the seat of @uhdwelling Holy Spiritfrom whom the life
and power of God would resondteoughout our entire being, transforming our lives and quickening
our mortal bodiesRomans 8:11; 1 Corinthians 3:1718. Living water John 4:10-13; John 7:37%39.

- The condition of our heart is the type of soil that Jesus is talking about in this parable.
- We are responsible félhe kind of heart, motive and attitudes we have, not God.
- God has given us a free will to choose life or death, inlggs cursing Deuteronomy 30:19
- There is nothing wrong with the seed of @GdWord it is incorruptible and eternal. The
variable in this equation is the conditionaair heart that the seed comes in contact with.
- God does not show favoritism partiality, the Word works for all who receive it by faith.
o Romans 2:11; Ephesians 6:9; Colossians 3:25.

1. Seed Along the Path

Agriculture during Jes@dime was obviously a manual job on foot. The path Jesus was talking about are
the rows in the field that the farmer would walk on when he sowed his seed. It would become hard due
to the foot traffic, so when the seed accidently scattered on these tazeak] not penetrate due to the
hardness of the soil. As a result, the birds would spot the exposed seed and eat them.
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- So the first type of soil Jesus had mentioned taardyround.

- Remember the goal here is to have a harvest or multiplication sé#uef Gods Word.

- The context here is Gospel seed, hearing the message of Salvation.

- We had been saying that the sowing is in the saying; when we speak\God we sow
Gods Word Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of G&bmans 10:17.

Matthew 13:19-20
When anyonehears the messagabout the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes
and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path.

Mark 4:15-16
Some people are like seed along the path, wieethe word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan
comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.

Luke 8:12-13
Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word
from their hearts, so that they may notbelieve and be saved

| love the synoptic passages in this parable, each author pavatightly different glimpse of what
Jesus was teaching us. Mattl@gswccount points out that after hearing the message about the kingdom,
they do not understand why?

- Well we had just read in the previous versed @@bout the people having a calloused heart.
- What causes a heart to become hard to the things of God that we become blind and deaf?
- In Hebrews chapters three and four we see a lesson frayertieeation of Israelites who
failed to enter into their Promise Land. The cause was a sinful unbelieving heart.
- The deceitfulness of sin is that it hardens the heart, sears the consti€methy 4:2. This
results in a lack of sensitivity, openness esitk for GodMark 6:52.
- The practice of sin will cause an indifference and even a disdain for the things of God. The
cure for such a condition is godly repentar€orinthians 7:8-11; Revelation 2:5; 3:3

Hebrews 3:1213

See to it, brothers, thatnone of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living
God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be
hardened by sirts deceitfulness.

Apparently the work of Satan is all about hardgrpeoplé hearts through the practice of sin and the
world system in order to keep them from being saved.

- The New Birth is the result of believing Gisd/Nord in our hearts; that is a process of
sowing, watering, cultivating and harvesting to achiegelts this takes time.

- Folks mentally acquiescing to a historical Jesus is a form of godliness without the {hawver
is dead religion2 Tim. 3:5. Jesus called us to make disciples not convitts28:18-20.

- Mental ascent is when people have Gdd/od in their head, having heard it a few times,
and not in their hegraind try to pass it off as Bible faith. Nothing happens, does not work.

We are instructed to meditate, speak &dtford continually until it gets into our heart where it begins
to work. This process matake months of studying and speaking the Word of prordashua 1:89;
Psalms 1:13; 119:11; Romans 10:8.0. The answer comes when we believe Gdd/ord in our heart.
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2. SeedSown on Rocky Places

It the firstscenarialesus talked about the hardness of heart, now He addresses those folks who receive
the Word at once with joy, but their commitment to the Waord His Kingdomis shallow.

- Here Jesus is talking about the fgebd fair weather folks who are only in it illemselves.

- With the prospect of a better life, sunny days and good times, there is no resolve to remain
faithful, endure or preserve persecution and suffering for the Name of Jesus.

- In 2 Timothy 2:3 we are admonished fiicndure hardship with us like abgd soldier of
Christ Jesus That requires commitment and sacrifice on our-péeb. 10:36; Rev. 3:10.

Matthew 13:20-22

The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once
receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or
persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.

Mark 4:16-18

Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. But since
they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the
word, they quickly fall away.

Luke 8:13-14
Thoseon the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no
root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.

- Being a Christian does not mean it will be edigy@ challenges comes to every human
being. The difference for us is that Jesus is our Good Shepherd to see us through them all.
0 Psalms 23; 34:19; 2 Timothy 3:12; 4:1-48; 1 Peter 4:15, 1219.

Another point to be seen in the shallow follower is their lack of commitment to put the Word of Go
first place in their lives.

- Jesus requires total commitment of His disciples. Salvation is not just a fire insurance policy
that keeps us out of hell. It is the total surrenderadrahdonment to the Lord.

- When we confess Jesus as our Lord, that mearare making Him Lord of our lives.

- Yet He is not going to make us serve Him faithfulhais our choicéresponse to His love.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15

For Christ& love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all
died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who
died for them and was raised again.

- Jesus makes some amazing statements to the extent we are to sell out and follow Him alone.

Matthew 10:37-39

AAnyone wholoves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who does not take his cross and
follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoevepses his life for my
sake will find it.0
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Luke 9:62
Jesus repliedfiNo one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the
kingdom of God.0

Revelation 3:1516
il know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you wereither one or the other! So,
because you are lukewarn® neither hot nor coldd | am about to spit you out of my moutho

- Wow, we are to follow Jesus all the way, with no regret, no remorse and no turning back.
- The world would look at this as cultic in nagygnot when th®©newe serve gave His all and
died forus first To serve Jesus with our wholeeli the reasonabte logicalthing to do.
0 Romans 12:1 2 Corinthians 7:1; 2 Timothy 4:1.

No doubt Satan will use persecution to try to intimidate and pressure us to quit and fall away from the
Lord- 1 Thessalonians 3t-5; Revelation 2:10;Luke 21:16-19; 22:31 They are only temporary!

- The key is to persevere and to endure, knowing thesesthitignake us stronger in our faith
and character if we overcome them through faith in@&¥&dord James 1:24; Ro. 5:35.
- A person can have 10 miles of trials and not grow an inch umé#skestand on the Word.
o Ephesians 6:1018; James 4:7; 1 Peter B-9.
- There are many Christians who have fallen gwayl became a victim instead of a victor.

Trials, tests and temptations have no virtue in themselves to mature us, they are sent by Satan to destroy
us John 10:1Q Ités what we do in the midst of theatk that makes all the difference.

2 Timothy 3:12,
In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.

Jesus warned that the casual, #iarted individual whatriesd God will lose even the littlbit of
understanding they have dim. ItGs an all or nothing proposition, @stnot play with this.

Mark 4:24-25

fiConsider carefully what you hearp he continued.fiwith the measure you use, it will be measured
to youd and even more. Whoever has will be givemore; whoever does not have, even what he
has will be taken from himo

- Jesus put a premiuon hearing and then putting into practice the truth of &&lord.

Matthew 7:26-27
But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practisdike a foolish
man who built his house on sand.

Luke 8:21
He replied, iMy mother and brothers are those who hear Go& word and put it into practice 0

- Knowledge is important, but wisdom is even bettiee application of knowledge. With
wisdom comes a personal understanding of the truth ofsG&drd in our lives.
- So lets purpose to put the Word into practice when we hear it, simple obedience.
o Philippians 4:9; James 1:2225; 2:1426.
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3. SeedSown Among Thrns

Matthew 13:22
The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the
worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.

Mark 4:18-19

Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life, the
deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it
unfruitful.

Luke 8:14
The seed that fell among thorns stands for thse who hear, but as they go on their way they are
choked by lifeds worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature.

As Jesus so eloquently put it, the problem with weeds is that they choke what is good in our lives.
Weeds are a result of the faillGenesis 3:18they are worthless in value and cause painful toil to
remove them in order to grow anything good.

- Jesus further explained what weeds represent in the next pardMaghew 13:24-30.
- Like yeast, weeds are a type sin; either individuals, behavior or weights in our lives.

Hebrews 12:1 fiTherefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entanglesnd let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us

- Weeds are people or things in our lives thiatler andrip us upin running our race.

- Satan is continually seeking to plant weeds in our lives. Our job is to routinely pull them up
out of ourlives, otherwise they will inevitably choke the life of God out of Li€or. 9:27.
2 Cor. 6:1418; 1 Cor. 15:33 fiDo not be misledéBad company corrupts good characteio

The Worries of this Life
The world is full of distractions, all competing for attention. The world system, under Sétacontrol
is all about getting our eyes off of Jeslislohn 2:1517; 5:19; Ephesians 2:22.

- The weed of fear comsén the form of anxiety and worry that seek to rob us of blessing.
- Fear is the enemy of faith andmes from listening to the words of the enertyoking!

1 Peter 5:7 AMP
Casting the whole of yourcare- all your anxieties, all your worries, all your concerns, once and for
all- on Him; for He cares for you affectionately, and cares about you watchfully.

The wordfiCare above in Vines Expository Dictionaryo draw in different directions, to distract. To
get our attention off of Jesus and the Wdvidtthew 14:28-31; Colossians 3:42; Hebrews 3:1; 12:2.

- Jesus talked at length about not worrying aboutives inMatthew 6:25-34.

- When we give into worry, we are saying to the Father @eather ém sorry, but | just doi
think you are competent to handle this joide be better off taking care of it myseif.

- Resist worry like you resist any other temptatiBa 37:35; Isaiah 26:3 Philippians 4:8.
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The Deceitfulness of Wealth

In our western culture, with all our affluence and material possessions comes a great tentgsation
called idolatry. What is an idolby may ask? It is anything that draws our devotion, time and desire
away from God. We might not bow down tgraven image ofvoodor stone but many have bowed
downto their career, education, monelyugs, sexand numerous other material thingghis world.

Colossians 3:56
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity,
lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.

- Greed is a powerful influence in the wairlusting for what we think will make us happy.
- God has no problem with His children being wealthy, just does not want us to be covetous.

1 Timothy 6:17-19

nCommand those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything
for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and
willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for thenselves as a firm foundation for the
coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly lifé.

- Those who are eager for money pierce themselves with many drigisiothy 6:9-10.
- The Bible talks about being content with what we khdvéim. 6:6-8; Philippians 4:11-12.

- That does not mean we are to be content with living belows3Jmdvision of plenty,
prosperity and health. He wants us blessed to be a blessitsg20:35; 3 John 2;

- It takes money to fund the Kingdom of God on this earth, the question is will we be faithful
to what the Lord entrusts to-Uglatthew 24:4551; 25:14-30.

- So our Father wants us to have a full supply, and all of our needs met! He just does not want
us greey and selfish about-ilames 4:14. When it becomes an idol between us and God.

Psalms 35:27 NKJV
Let them shout for joy and be glad, Who favor my righteous cause; And let them say continually,
fiLet the Lord be magnified, Who has pleasure in th@rosperity of His servanto

The problem with greed, envy and covetousness is that it declares that God is not enough for us. That we
need something more to make us happy and fulfilled. That is a great insult to our Heavenly Father.
Acts 17:28fiFor in him we live and move and have our being.

Psalms 16:11
You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.

- It was greed that ruined Judéige, one of the original twelve disciples of Jesiohn 12:6.
- Ultimately it lead up to him betraying Jesus for merayke 22:1-6; Matthew 27:3-9.

- The things of this life are so temporaag Solomon put it, vanityecclesiastes 1:4.

- Serving and obeying Godjinning the lost antbving othersin JesuéNamelasts forever.
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The Desires for Other Things

fiThe Pilgrints Progress from This World to That Which Is to ConseaChristian allegory witten by

John Bunyarand published in February678.1t is regarded as one of the most significantkgmf
religiousEnglish literaturéhas been translated into more than 200 languages, and has never been out of
print. The book depicts the life of a sinner seeking salvation, after which faces the world, along with a
myriad of trials, tests and temptateoithe book has great application for the Christian today.

In chapter 6 of the bookhere was town callediVanityo and in the town was a fair thiaist kepton
going allyear roundcalledfiVanity Fairdlt was a place of constant partying, reveling sel#
indulgence. There was no thought of tomorrow, it was all about gratifying selfish desires for today.

1 Corinthians 15:32,fiLet us eat and drink, for tomorrow we died

- Sure we are in this world, but we are not to be taken up with its viewpdife of
- The Bible calls us aliens and strangers in this wdrlBeter 2:11.
- Our citizenship is in heaven, we are ambassadors Rbilgpians 3:20; 2Corinthians 5:20

1 Corinthians 7:30-31
€t hose who buy somet hing, as ioflseihdthingsofteeworid,t t he
as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away.

Do not love or cherish the world or the things that
are in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for
the Father is not in him. For allthat is in the world
0 the lust of the flesh [craving for sensual
gratification] and the lust of the eyes [greedy
longings of the mind] and the pride of life
[assurance in oné own resources or in the stability
of earthly things] 0 these do not come fronthe
Father but are from the world [itself].

And the world passes away and disappears, and
with it the forbidden cravings (the passionate
desires, the lust) of it; but he who does the will of
God and carries out His purposes in his life abides
(remains)forever.

1 John 2:1517 AMP

- Dond get me wrong, the Lord will give us things out of this world to enjoy that are godly.

- The key is to keep it from preoccupying our time, attention and priorities away from God.
- Good things can become bad when abusest, used and taken to the extreme.

- A good rule of thumb ithis: what we think about the most is what is most important to us.
- We must keep Jesus first place in our lives. So what is taking up most of our time?
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4. The Good Soil

Matthew 13:23
But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and
understands it He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.

Mark 4:20
Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the wordgcept it, and produce a cropd thirty, sixty or
even a hundred times what was sown.

Luke 8:15
But the seed on good soil stands for those withnoble and good heart, who hear the word, retain
it, and by persevering produce a crop

All four examplesof human heds begin the same way, they hear the Word of God. What happens with
the seed next is the result of the kind or condition of the heathhnated is sown into

- Remember there is nothing wrong with the seed,&5@ébrd is perfeetPsalms 19:7.
- The issues with the quality of soil and cultivation that affects the outcome of the harvest.
- Let& now look at what Jesus said constituted good ground so we can get our hearts ready!

Mark i Accepts it
Matthewi Understands it
Luke’ A Noble and Goo#ieart, Retains it and by Persevering Produce a Crop

| want you to notice that 3 out of 4 of the types of saill,
75% received nothing! Yes there are reasons why peo
dondt receive from God:
what ever , butaularwilsfor peeple ¢or
fail to reap a harvest f

What if some did not have faith? Will their lack of
faith nullify God & faithfulness? Not at all! Let God be
true, and every man a liar. As it is written: iSo that
you may be poved right when you speak and prevail
when you judgeo

Romans 3:34

a) Accepts Gods Word

Before the seed even has a chance to grow, we must first accept, agree and embrace what the Bible is
saying. For example, Jesus was explaining that He is the bread of life and that His body and blood would
be offered as the supreme sacrificethasins d all mankind. Yet Jesus was speaking figuratively about
drinking His blood and eating His flesbesus was not talking about cannibalism.

John 6:60-64

On hearing it, many of his disciples saidfiThis is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?Aware that
his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to therfiDoes this offend you? What if you see
the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing.
The words | have spoken to yo are spirit and they are lifed
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There are a lot diHard Sayinggin the Bible. | am talking about those passages of Scripture that we
know what is being said, it just appears to us as being hard to obey.

- Jesus talked about t#rict requirements of the marriage covenarilaithew 19:1-12.
- If we want Gods blessing, we must be willing and obedidsaiah 1:19 Hebrews 13:4

Suppose we are having trouble getting along with a certain individual who has hurt and offefithed us.
Bible is very clear about the subject of forgivenégatthew 6:14-15; 18:2135; Mark 11:25. Before

the seed of forgiveness for others can produce a harvest of grace to forgive, we nieswfiistg to
acceptand obeyt. If we are closed to the idea of doing what the Bible explicitly-séng is a prolem!

- When we are born again, our spirit becomes a new crehtibnot our mind or our body.
- The key is to reprogram our minds from worldly thinking to Goaslay of thinking.
- The Bible is our primary source to accomplish this.
0 Proverbs 23:7 KIMjForashe t hi nketh i no his heart, sc
- Since behavior is dranby our thinking, we mudirst change how we think and speak.
o Ephesians 4:175:15; James 3:212.
It may take some time of hearing the Word over and over again until we finally accept it.

Colossians 1:2122
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.

So | believe tdiAccepd Godis Word means to have read and studied the Word until our minds are
completelyrenewedppen and in agreementtiit. This is a prerequisite before going any further.

b) Understands Gods Word
Meaning to believe G@d Word in our heart, having a revelation of it in our spirit, a supernatural
knowing that it is real in our life. Remember how we talked about not reatajuiescing to the truth.

- Only having a head knowledge of what the Bible says; void of having faith in our heart.

- The seed works in our spirit, the ground, not out of our head.
o Matthew 18:35Aé f or gi ve your brother from your
o Romans1®,fié¢bel i eve in your heart tbat God r

- ThefWord of Faittd principles Deuteronomy 30:1114; Romans 10:510.

- Meditating or speaking the Word of God (seed), until it gets planted in our heart.
o Joshua 1:8; Psalms 1:1.

- Initially, confession of God Word renews our mind and casi&sth to come Ro. 10:17.

- Over the course of time it will drop down in our spirit; that is when the getsplanted.

- Remember our example of forgiveness above? Faith works byGalatians 5:6) but

walking in love towards other also works by faith, as small a mustard Iseleel 17:1-6.

Until the seed gets in our heart through the continual confession G @&mtd, nothing happens. It may
takea very long time until wénally believe God Word in outheart folks often give up prematurely.

Abraham is a good example, his name méiasher of Many Natiortsas mentioned iRomans 4:17.

For him it took 25 years from the time of receiving the promise until the time Isaac was born. So How do
we know that v have faith in our heart as he did? By Romans 4:21 expidiasg fully persuaded

that God had power to do what he had promig&ah understand Gad Word is to béifully persuaded

and believe thawe receive whatve have asked for in praydoefore ve have # Mark 11:22-23.

The Gospels Parables -48-




c) A Noble and Good Heart

Letés consider what Jesus meant limable and gootieard that produces a harvestlinke 8:15. The
Greek word forfiNobled couldalsobe translated a&oneso The same word igsed inl Peter 2:12as
figood deeds.It speaks of an honorable or noble individual whose life is exemplified with godly living
and behavior that would solicit honor and esté@m others not in a prideful wayJames 3:1318.

Greek wordkalos figood, admirable, becominihas #s0 the ethical meaning of whatfifir, right,
honorable, of such conduct as deserves esteem

- This speaks of both inward nature and outward behavior reflecting the grace of God within.
- The doctrine of sanctification is what we are really talking aheta key to fruitfulness.

- Sanctification, from the Greek wolthgiazo to make holy, purify, consecrate or set apart.

- To sanctify something is to set it apart as something holy. Like placing a urn of youraother
remains on the fireplace mantel, is@ecial place, set apart from other common things.

- Sanctification denotes a cleansing from unclean things, both the inside and out.

Instantaneous Sanctification Hebrews 10:10

Before we can change what we are in @utward behavior, we must first charfgem within. We
change the root in order to change the fithiat would be the spirit of man. Before Christ we had the
spiritual nature of Satan, a sinful natuteJohn 3:710. The New Birth is the rebirttJohn 3:3) of the
human spirit, becoming a nexeation(2 Corinthians 5:17)or in the Greek, a new species something
that never existed before.

As stated inTitus 3:5 fiHe saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy &pirit.
The eradication of the sinful spiritual nature we orag Ro. 15:16; 1 Corinthians 6:11; Colossians
2:11.This is a large subject, but the point | want to make is that our spirit has been made productive
again with the life and natu®omans 5:5)of God called eternal lifeRomans 6:23; 2 Peter 1:4.

Progressive Sanctification Hebrews 10:14

The goal here is to take G@dhature of love in our spirit, and cause it to dominate, rule and take the
ascendency on the outside; where it translates into Christ like behavior. Here are a few scriptures that
cover this subjeeRomans chapter 6; 8:13; 12:42; 13:1214; Ephesians 4:7-5:15; 1 John 2:6

Finding sanctification scriptures/seeds like these and meditating (Speaking theJdébneh 1:9 on
them will release Gas graceand powethrough our fait{Ephesians 2:8%o be holy, noble, honorable
and have a good heart for theed to growfaith works by lovea prerequisiteGalatians 5:6.

Ephesians 5:2527

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for hiermake
her holy, cleansing her by thevashing with water through the word, and to present her to himself
as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

The Holy Spirit is a gentleman and requires our cooperation for Him to take the Word and renew our
minds and clear our hearts afralitions that would nullify the seed of GsdNVord from working in our

lives. This is referred to as progressive sanctification, where the Holy Spirit works in us throughout our
lives to conform us to the image of Jesi€orinthians 3:17-18; 2 Thessalomans 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2

The Gospels Parables -49-




- Folks are asking God to change their hdart,the New Birth has already done that!

- Now, we mix our faith in Go@ Wordto change ufom the inside outHebrews 4:13.

- Sins of the heart (Pride, Jealousy, Envy etc.) that areasdy seen.

- Sins of the flesh (Sexual Immorality, Drunkenness, Laziness etc.) not so hidden from sight.
- These things must be dealt with to receive from-Gathes 4:110; 1 Peter 3:712.

James 1:21
Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent anchumbly accept the word
planted in you, which can save you.

Romans 12:2

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what Gas will isd his good, pleasing and
perfect will.

2 Timothy 2:19-21

Nevertheless, Go& solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscriptionfiThe Lord knows
those who are hig) and, fiEveryone who cotfiesses the name of the Lord must turn away from
wickednesso In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and
clay; some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. If a man cleanses himself from the latter,
he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do
any good work.

In our spirit nature we are made perfect, righteous, holy, justified and santtffechrd

improve on thato go to heaverRomans 5:1; 1 Cor. 1:30; €611; 2 Cor. 5:21.

- Not to be confused with maturing in Chriatwork in progress, undéfetime construction.
o 1 Cor. 1:8; Philippians 1:6; 2:12-13; Ephesians 2:10; 2 Timothy 2:13; Jude 24

- We are not saved by good works, we are saved unto good woBads/grace & our faith.

- So training in godlinesél Timothy 4:8) is a must if we are going to be fruitful for God.

John 15:7-8
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.
This is to my Fathers glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

Retains it

To retain the seed of Ga&Word portrays tremendous imagery of fastening a death grip upon the Word.
Nothing in this world is going to shake us from believing on thed/6 Godin JesuéName!

Psalms 119:31; 1 Corinthians 15:2; Hebrews 3:6; 4:14; 10:23; Revelation 2:13, 25; 3:11

- Greek word fofiRetain® ketecho: To hold down and hold fast, to possess, seize and take.
- Satan is a thief and he will use trials, testst@naptations to try and dislodge the Word.
o0 John 10:10; 1 Thessalonians 3:3; 2 John 7; Revelation 2:10;
- The enemy fears the awesome potential of@&¥dord in our lives.
- Even well meaning people will try to talk us out of believing God.

Luke 22:31 AMP

Simon, Simon (Peter), listen! Satan has asked excessively that [all of] you be given up to him [out
of the power and keeping of God], that he might sift [all of] you like grain, [Job 1:4.2; Amos 9:9.]
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